
 

 

Southeast continued on page 4 

Virginia Creates First Intercity Passenger Rail                     
Operating & Capital Fund in Nation 

 

During the 2010 Virginia General Assembly, Virginians for High Speed 
Rail (VHSR) and our partners helped to get a study introduced by               
Senator Yvonne Miller of Norfolk that requested the Virginia                            
Department of Rail and Public Transportation (VDRPT) review the              
ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴǿŜŀƭǘƘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƘƛƎƘ ǎǇŜŜŘ Ǌŀƛƭ 
passenger rail program, then make recommendations on how to                 
sustain and expand passenger rail service. The study passed the               
legislature and mandated VDRPT to release their findings before the 
2011 General Assembly session convened.  

Legislation continued on page 3  

Passenger Rail Progress! 

Advancing Passenger Rail Across Virginia and the East Coast  

The Fast-Track   

 

Summer 2011 

Connecting Virginia with Fast ,  Frequent , and Reliable  Passenger Rail  Service  

Nearly $800 million is invested in the Southeast Corridor 
 
¢ƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘŜŀǎǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŦŀǎǘŜǎǘ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ нллл 
and 2010 with the population increasing 16.55 percent over the last decade. 
This population boom, mainly confined to major metropolitan areas, has                
resulted in increased road gridlock and more time spent stuck in traffic. The 
average driver in the metropolitan regions along the Southeast High Speed Rail 
Corridor (SEHSR) now spend about 203 hours annually driving to work or sitting 
in traffic. Additionally, the price of gas has risen over 170 percent during the 
same time period.  
 
The good news is that Virginia and North Carolina are aggressively advancing 
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Sign me up for your e -mail alerts   

Thank you to our Sponsors and Contributors  

We are indebted to the localities, economic development organizations, individuals, and businesses that            

enable Virginians for High Speed Rail to function. We are a nonprofit organization working for improved               

passenger and freight rail. Our efforts are possible only because of the generosity of our supporters.  

Governmental Support 
 

Virginia Beach City 
Henrico County 
Richmond City 
Norfolk EDA 
Fredericksburg EDA 
Williamsburg City 
James City County EDA 
Hanover County 
Chesapeake EDA 
James City County 
VA Dept of Rail and Public Transportation 
 

Corporate Sponsorships 
 

Sun Trust Bank 
Altria 
Capital One, Inc. 
Dominion Power 
Genworth Financial  
Norfolk Southern Corp 
Bank of America 
Busch Gardens 
CSX Transportation 
Media General Inc. 
Bombardier Transportation 

Covington Travel  
Filtrona Fibertec Richmond 
Talgo, Inc. 
Greater Richmond Partnership 
Hampton Roads Chamber of Commerce 
Hunton & Williams LLC. 
Roslyn Farm Corporation 
Virginia Land Investments 
Mutual Assurance Society of Virginia 
Covington Dental 
CRT/tanaka  
Guernsey Tingle Architects  
Hampton Roads Partnership 
HDR Engineering, Inc. 
J.E. Liesfeld Contractor, Inc. 
Brandywine Realty Trust 
Bristol Chamber of Commerce 
Christian & Barton Attorneys at Law 
Dave Iwans and Associates Inc. 
Diamond Springs Water 
Fi-Tech, Inc. 
Grace Haven House 
GVA Advantis 
Harrigan and Company, Inc. 
Hilldrup Companies, Inc.  
Home Media, Inc. 
M.H.West & Co., Inc 

PeakLogix 
The Peck Companies 
Pembroke Construction, Inc. 
Reynolds Development  
Richmond Association of Realtors 
Richmond Corrugated, Inc.  
Richmond Metropolitan Convention and Visitors Bureau 
Shriver and Holland Associates  
TLA, Inc. 
Venture Richmond 
Wendel Architecture & Engineering 
  

Individuals 
 

We are proud to have the support of hundreds of individuals 
and families that contribute to our work with their annual 
membership dues that range from $10 to over $1,000. 

Did You Know? 
 

7,729,120 
 

Estimated number of passenger trips that 
utilized portions of the Southeast High Speed 

Rail Corridor in 2010 

Join Us! Join Us! Join Us!    
 

We invite you to join us today with a tax-deductible donation and sign up for our electronic advocacy e-mail list. Virginians for High Speed Rail is 

a 501 (C) (3) non-profit education and advocacy organization that promotes fast, frequent, and reliable rail service across Virginia.  
 

Suggested Individual Membership Levels:  

Commuter Rail ($25)  Conventional Rail ($50)  Emerging High-Speed Rail ($100)  Regional High-Speed Rail ($250)     Express High-Speed Rail ($500) 

Contribution $____________  ~ Business/ Corporate Sponsorships Available  

 

                      

Name:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Title and Organization:________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:  __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone | Email:_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Credit Card (Visa, MasterCard, Discover): _________-_________-_________-_________  exp:____________ code:____________ 

 

Signature: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

We destroy all credit card information after processing 
 

Please return this form with your credit  card information or check made out to Virginians for High Speed Rail at: 5101 Monument Ave,  Richmond, Virginia 23230 
  

You can make your contribution online at www.VHSR.com/Donate 
 

-WE DO NOT SELL OR DONATE YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION- 



 

 

±5wt¢Ωǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ {ΦWΦ соΣ Funding Strategies for State Sponsored    
Intercity and High Speed Passenger Rail, was released November 
23, 2010 and reported that Virginia would need $276 million over 
ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŘŜŎŀŘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴǿŜŀƭǘƘΩǎ !ƳǘǊŀƪ                
Northeast Regional trains that connect Boston, New York, and 

Washington to Alexandria, Woodbridge, Manassas, Culpeper,     
Fredericksburg, Ashland, Charlottesville, Richmond,                
Williamsburg, Newport News, Lynchburg, and future stops in 

Petersburg, Roanoke, and Norfolk. 
 

The study recommended the creation of an Intercity Passenger Rail 
Operating & Capital Fund (IPROCF), followed by establishing a 
funding stream. S.J. 63 offered several options for funding IPROCF 
including an annual allocation from the Virginia General Fund or 
the Virginia Transportation Trust Fund, a dedicated funding stream 
from an increase in the car rental tax, or the sale of Alcoholic               
Beverage Control stores. VHSR and our supporters sent over 600 
letters to VDRPT encouraging a slight increase in the car rental tax 
ǘƻ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ǘǊŀƛƴΩǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ŎƻǎǘǎΦ  
 

2011 General Assembly 
 

After the release of the study, legislation was introduced during 
the 2011 Virginia General Assembly to create the Intercity                 
Passenger Rail Operating & Capital Fund (IPROCF) as part of                     
DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ aŎ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭΩǎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ 
House of Delegates, H.B. 2527 was sponsored by Speaker Bill              
Howell; and in the Senate, S.B. 1446 was patroned by Senators 
William Wampler and Charles Colgan. 
 
Virginians for High Speed Rail and our partners aggressively                    
advocated for the creation of the Intercity Passenger Rail                     
Operating & Capital Fund by testifying before the Senate Finance 
Committee, meeting with several Senators and Delegates, and 
having our supporters send over 500 emails to members of the 

Legislation continued from front page  

State Senate encouraging them to vote for IPROCF. In-the-end the legislation                
containing IPROCF passed the House of Delegates 80-16 and the State Senate 33-7.  
 

Next Steps 
 

The next steps will be locating short and long-term funding for the Intercity                         
Passenger Rail Operating & Capital Fund to allow for the continued operation of 
±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ !ƳǘǊŀƪ bƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ   
 
In the short-term, the Commonwealth 
needs up-to $16.8 million (figure does not 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
the fare box revenue) to sustain its two 
Virginia sponsored roundtrip Amtrak 
Northeast Regional services from 
Lynchburg and Richmond to Boston 
through 2013. This funding could be               
acquired through a vote of the                              
Commonwealth Transportation Board to 
redirect up-ǘƻ мл ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ 
Transportation Trust Fund to IPROCF.  
 
By 2013 however, Virginia will extend the 
state sponsored train connecting Boston 
and Richmond to Norfolk, and take on the 
responsibility for the four Amtrak               
Northeast Regional trains from Newport 
News and Richmond as a result of section 209 of the Passenger Rail Investment and 
Improvement Act of 2008 which mandates that all Amtrak regional services                 
extending outside the Northeast Corridor be supported by state-Amtrak                           
partnerships. The expansion of service and federal mandate will result in Virginia 
ƴŜŜŘƛƴƎ ϷнртΦп Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ όŦƛƎǳǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ 
of the fare box revenue) between 2014 and 2021 to sustain and expand our level of 
intercity passenger rail service.  
 
This means that over the next two years Virginia will need to locate a dedicated 
funding source for the continued operation of its six Amtrak Northeast Regional 
trains or risk losing over half of its current intercity passenger rail service. 
 

Other Virginia General Assembly Updates 
 

Senator John Edwards of Roanoke introduced a study during the 2010 General       
Assembly that requested VDRPT review a bus connection between Roanoke and 
[ȅƴŎƘōǳǊƎ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǎǘŜǇ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŜȄǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ !ƳǘǊŀƪΩǎ [ȅƴŎƘōǳǊƎ bƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘ 
Regional train to Roanoke. The study was released on December 28, 2010                        
highlighting the annual cost of $152,000 and the potential annual ridership of 3,600 
passengers for the bus connection. During the 2011 General Assembly session, State 
Senator Edwards introduced budget amendment 448#2 that funded a one year 
demonstration of the Roanoke-Lynchburg bus connection, which was included in 

the final budget passed by the General 
Assembly.    
 
Lƴ нлмлΣ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ aŎ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭΩǎ                  
Government Reform Commission      
recommended the elimination of the 
Rail Advisory Board (RAB) to save less 
than $10,000 annually. Three separate 
pieces of legislation were introduced 
during the 2011 General Assembly 
session to eliminate the RAB, and              
Virginians for High Speed Rail                  
vigorously opposed such action                 
including testifying before multiple 
legislative committees. Regrettably, 
there was little desire among the 
members of the General Assembly for 
the oversight the RAB provided and it 
was eliminated. 

Who are Virginians for High Speed Rail? 
 
Virginians for High Speed Rail (VHSR) is a 501 (C) (3) non-
profit coalition of citizens, localities, economic development                 
agencies, community organizations, and businesses that               
educate and advocate for the improvement and expansion of 
fast, frequent, and reliable rail service linking Virginia and the 
southeast. We work with chambers of commerce, as well as                               
environmental, community, and transportation organizations 
to educate our lawmakers, fellow citizens, and community 
leaders about the benefits of improved intercity and high 
speed passenger rail. 
 

VHSR co-founded the Southeast High Speed Rail Association 
in 2009 to advocate and promote the entire Southeast High 
Speed Rail Corridor. 
 

Virginians for High Speed Rail goals: 

¶ Link the Commonwealth and the Southeast with fast,              
frequent, and reliable intercity passenger rail service 

¶ Improve the quality and frequency of Amtrak Service along: 

¶ The Newport News ς Richmond ς Washington corridor 

¶ The Lynchburg ς Charlottesville ς Washington corridor 

¶ Develop and extend passenger rail service: 

¶ Between Richmond and Norfolk 

¶ Lynchburg to Roanoke and Bristol 

¶ Promote and advance the Southeast High Speed Rail Corridor 

Save The Date 
 

±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ IƛƎƘ {ǇŜŜŘ wŀƛƭΩǎ 

Annual Meeting 
 

Featuring 

 

Frank Vacca 
!ƳǘǊŀƪΩǎ /ƘƛŜŦ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊ 

 

Where: Richmond, VA 

When: June 24, 2011 
 

For more information:  

www.VHSR.com 

Richmond 1:30 

Newport News 3:32 

Norfolk 3:35 

Lynchburg 3:32 

Raleigh 3:50 

Charlotte 6:10 

Atlanta 10:40 

Trip Times  
From Washington, DC  

on Higher Speed Rail (90 mph) 



 

 

their intercity and high speed rail programs, and are utilizing about $792 
million in federal, state, and private funds to progress the Southeast High 
Speed Rail Corridor in the hopes of bringing reduced trip times, improved 
reliability, and increased speeds to the Southeast's passenger rail                 
network. To fully develop the SEHSR corridor, Virginia and North Carolina 
will need approximately $7.7 billion in funding. 
 

Progress To-Date 
 

The Washington to Richmond corridor has been appropriated $75 million 
in Stimulus funds for the construction of 11.4 miles of additional track 
capacity in Prince William and Stafford Counties, and $55.4 million in 
federal FY 2010 planning funds to advance the corridor to final design 
and construction readiness. Virginia also launched an additional                      
passenger rail service with the start of a state sponsored roundtrip               
Amtrak Northeast Regional train connecting Richmond to Boston, MA in 
October of 2010. 
 
The Richmond to Norfolk  
corridor has seen their Tier 1 
e n v i r o nm e n t a l  s t u d y         
advanced through the public 
comment process and sent to 
the Federal Railroad                          
Administration (FRA) for final 
approval. Once the FRA signs 
off on it, the corridor can        
begin the Tier 2 environmental    
process and head to                       
construction readiness.                       
Virginia is also in the process 
of investing $87 million in the 
Richmond-Norfolk corridor to 
add the needed capacity to 
extend the first ςof three- 
passenger trains to the region since 1977. The Norfolk-Boston Amtrak 
Northeast Regional Service is expected to launch in October of 2013.  
 
The Tier 2 environmental study for the corridor between Richmond and 
Raleigh is complete, and is awaiting the FRA's final approval. When              
approval is given, the corridor will be ready for construction. In the    
meantime $25 million in Stimulus funds will be invested in the current 
Richmond to Raleigh corridor alignment to improve safety. Additionally 
$1.5 million in federal FY 2010 funds will be used to do an environmental 
impact study on replacing the Appomattox Bridge. 
 
The final section of SEHSR to receive federal funding thus far is the              
Raleigh to Charlotte corridor which has been appropriated $521.5 million 
in Stimulus funds to advance it to a 90 mph high speed rail corridor, and 
an additional $27.5 million in FY 2010 funds to relocate Charlotte's rail 
station and eliminate some road at-grade crossings. In late March of 
2011, North Carolina finalized their agreement with Norfolk Southern, 
Amtrak, the North Carolina Railroad Company, and the Federal Railroad 
Administration to begin investing the appropriated federal high speed rail 
funds. In June of 2010, NC launched a new mid-day intercity passenger 
rail service between Charlotte and Raleigh.   
 

Returned Federal Funding 
 

North Carolina will receive up-to $1.5 million from funding returned from 
Ohio and Wisconsin for further improvements to the Charlotte-Raleigh 
corridor; and $4 million from the returned Florida money to  advance the 
environmental study on the Richmond-wŀƭŜƛƎƘ ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊΦ !ƳǘǊŀƪΩǎ             
Northeast Corridor received $795 million for upgrades between                 
Washington and Boston that will improve the six roundtrip Amtrak  
Northeast regional trains that serve Virginia. 

Southeast continued from front page 

Improvements to the I-95 rail corridor include 

11.4 miles in Price William and Stafford    

Counties, 30 miles south of Washington, D.C. 

Pictures from top left to bottom right: 1) Welcome sign 2) VA Dept. of Rail Director Thelma Drake 

giving the keynote address 3) Federal Transit Deputy Administrator Therese McMillan moderating a 

panel 4) NC DOT Rail Division Director Pat Simmons giving an update on rail in NC 5) VA Dept. of Rail 

Chief Kevin Page giving an update on rail in VA 6) VHSR board members Trip Pollard, Meredith                 

Richards (President), and Dick Beadles (founder) enjoying a presentation. 

Highlights from the Southeast High Speed Rail Conference  

Future Outlook 
 

Over the last several months 
high speed rail has become a 
partisan lightning rod for               
members of the Tea Party with 
several aligned Governors from 
Oh io,  Wiscons in ,  and             
Florida returning their federal 
high speed rail funds, and 
aligned members of Congress 
eliminating $2.9 billion from high 
speed rail in the FY 2010 and FY 
2011 budgets. However, during 
his 2011 State of the Union     
President Obama announced a 
plan to seek $53 billion over six 
years to invest into America's 
High Speed and Intercity                   
Passenger Rail network to 
"provide rail access to new communities; improve the reliability, speed and 
frequency of existing lines; and, where it makes economic sense, build new 
corridors where trains will travel at speeds of up to 250 miles per hour."  
 
Virginians for High Speed Rail is working to improve the federal high speed 
and intercity rail program to streamline the federal environmental process 
for work being done on existing intercity passenger rail corridors that are 
already being utilized today; and create a multi-year funding stream that will 
allow states to better plan their transportation budgets to ensure they have 
the proper state match required to continue planning or constructing their 
intercity and high speed passenger rail corridors.  


