
Annual Report 

FY 2008  

Virginians for High Speed Rail 
5101 Monument Avenue, Suite 201 

Richmond, Virginia 23230 

Email: vhsrdc@earthlink.net  

www.VHSR.com 

Non Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Permit 5101  

Richmond, VA 



 

 

 

 

 
March 2009, 

 

 

Dear Supporters: 

 

 This has been an exciting year for rail.  As gas peaked at nearly $4 a gallon, passenger rail ridership 

across the country skyrocketed.  Many rail stations in Virginia experienced double digit growth, with no 

concurrent expansion of rail service.  As gas prices have dipped below $2 a gallon, ridership continues to 

increase, Virginia Railway Express boarded more commuters in the single month of October than at any 

time in its history and Amtrak’s ridership continues its upward trajectory.  

 

               V
irginia is on the verge of becoming the 15

th  state to partner with Amtrak to sponsor regional           

intercity passenger rail.  In a historic first, the Kaine administration is preparing to launch two new daily 

regional trains, one on the I-95 corridor between Richmond and Washington, the other on the US-29                  

corridor between Lynchburg and Washington.  The impending new services have received widespread 

popular support as Virginians demand more cost-effective and environmentally-friendly alternatives to 

building and maintaining roads.  VHSR was an effective force in getting these services in the state’s strategic 

plan and we are now working to make sure they are adequately funded.    

 

                A
t the federal level, we have seen more progress over the last year than we saw in the previous 

ten years.  Congress passed (with veto-proof majorities) the Passenger Rail Investment and Improvement 

Act, which re-authorizes Amtrak over a multi-year cycle and creates a $2 billion federal-state grant program 

for new projects.  Enhanced federal investment in passenger rail corridors will benefit freight and           

commuter rail as well.   

 

                V
irginians for High Speed Rail is very proud of Senator Jim Webb and former Senator John Warner 

for co-sponsoring this legislation, and we appreciate the favorable votes of Representatives Eric Cantor, 

Bobby Scott, Jim Moran, Rick Boucher, Frank Wolf, Bob Goodlatte, and former Representatives Thelma 

Drake, Tom Davis, and Virgil Goode in support of the bill.  Building on their momentum, VHSR has been 

mobilizing a large network of rail constituents to persuade Congress to fully fund the bill.     

 

 We are also very excited about the $8 billion dedicated to high speed rail the President Obama 

Administration included in the stimulus legislation that passed Congress . We are working to ensure that 

Virginia takes full advantage of these valuable resources. 

 

               O
n other legislative fronts, VHSR is working with key members of the General Assembly to amend 

Virginia’s Rail Enhancement Fund so that it can be used as a resource for leveraging state dollars by drawing 

down federal money for expensive projects of the future, such as the Southeast High Speed Rail corridor.   

                 

 The support of our local governments, economic development agencies, businesses, and                 
        

individual donors is what allows VHSR to make such progress. Our success is because of you. Thank you for                  

continuing to support our work at VHSR. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Meredith Richards 

President 



Board of Directors 
Executive Committee 

President: Meredith Richards, Piedmont Rail Coalition, Charlottesville 

Vice-President: Ann Hunnicutt, Pembroke Construction Company, Hampton 

Vice-President & General Counsel: John B. Thompson, Thompson  McMullan, PC, Richmond 

Treasurer: Michael L. Testerman, National Association of Railroad Passengers, Richmond 

Secretary: Henry V. Shriver, AIA, Shriver & Holland Associates, Norfolk 

Immediate Past President: Lois L. Walker, Walker Real Estate, Alexandria 

Co-Chairs:  Brad Face, Face International, Norfolk 

Sandra L. Duckworth, Fredericksburg 

H. William Greenup, Fredericksburg 

James E. Ukrop, First Market Bank, Richmond 

At-Large:  Thomas G. Tingle, AIA, Guernsey Tingle Architects, Williamsburg 

Richard L. Beadles, Rail Advisory Board, Richmond 

Charles Louthan, Grubb & Ellis/ Harrison & Bates, Richmond 

Barry C. Bishop, Greater Norfolk Corporation, Norfolk 

Josée G. Covington, Covington International Travel, Richmond 

Executive Director: Daniel L. Plaugher, Executive Director 

Directors 

Gene Bailey, Fredericksburg Regional Alliance, Fredericksburg 

Whittington W. Clement, Hunton & Williams, Richmond 

Gerard R. Deily, P.E., Alliance for Community Choice in Transportation, Charlottesville 

Paul Freiling, Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, Williamsburg 

Joan Girone, Midlothian Long & Foster, Midlothian 

John P. Grzejka, City of Manassas, Manassas 

Elliott Harrigan, Harrigan & Company, Inc., Richmond 

Henry U. Harris III, Palladium Registered Investment Advisors, Norfolk 

Shawn M. Healy, Alexandria 

Robert W. Hershberger, CCE, Greater Williamsburg Chamber & Tourism Alliance, Williamsburg 

Craig R. MacQueen, Split Oaks, LLC, Montpelier 

Wiley F. Mitchell Jr., Esq., Wilcox and Savage PC, Virginia Beach 

H. French Moore, Abington Town Council, Abington 

James A. Overton Jr. Portsmouth Economic Development Agency, Portsmouth 

S. Buford Scott, Scott & Stringfellow, Inc., Richmond 

Robert L. Thompson, Virginia Land Investments, Caroline County 

Charles M. Walker, 305 L Associates, Richmond 

Robert C. Walker, Roslyn Farm Corporation, Colonial Heights 

Honorary Members 

Governor Gerald L. Baliles, University of Virginia’s Miller Center, Charlottesville 

Governor A. Linwood Holton, McCandlish Holton, Richmond 

Advisory Committee  

Robert E. Lindgren, Randolph Macon College, Ashland 

Donna Kelliher, Dominion Power, Richmond 

Robert W. Shinn, Capital Results, Richmond 

Michael Townes, Hampton Roads Transit Authority, Hampton 

E. Dana Dickens, III, Hampton Roads Partnership, Norfolk 



About VHSR 
 Virginians for High Speed Rail (VHSR) is a 501 (C) (3) non-profit coalition of citizens, localities, economic                    

development agencies, community organizations, and businesses that educate and advocate for the improvement 

and expansion of rail service in Virginia. We work closely with the Greater Richmond Chamber of Commerce,                     

Amtrak, Hampton Roads Chamber of Commerce, Virginia FREE, Sierra Club, Peninsula Chamber of Commerce,                 

Fredericksburg Chamber of Commerce, Partnership for Smarter Growth, Greater Williamsburg Chamber of                       

Commerce, National Association of Railroad Passengers, and the Virginia League of Conservation Voters. 

 

Vision 
 We foresee a Commonwealth that is economically competitive, socially vibrant, and environmentally sound. 

We envision a comprehensive, high-tech transportation system, consisting of High Speed Rail and other modern        

passenger rail services, linking major urban areas. We foresee these services working seamlessly with all other modes 

of transportation, including the state's primary commercial airports, the Washington-area Metro system, Norfolk’s light 

rail system, Virginia Railway Express commuter rail, and urban public transit. 

  

Mission 
 The mission of Virginians for High Speed Rail is to promote rail transportation as an energy-efficient,                

environmentally friendly, pro-economic development mode of transportation for which there is a substantial and 

growing market, as reflected by user trends, and unmet demand, in both freight and passenger transport. 

 

Goals 
Short term: 

• Appropriate funding for intercity passenger rail (Amtrak).  

• Appropriate funding for Amtrak in President Obama’s budget. 

• Amend the Rail Enhancement Fund (REF) to make it compatible with federal resources.  

• Legislation introduced in the 2009 General Assembly. 

• Expand passenger rail service between Washington, DC and Richmond. 

• New service is funded by the Commonwealth Transportation Board. Launch in Fall of 2009. 

• Expand passenger rail service between Washington, DC and Lynchburg. 

• New service is funded by the Commonwealth Transportation Board. Launch in Fall of 2009. 

• Extend new passenger rail service to Newport News . 

• Rail Advisory Board funded needed infrastructure improvements to extend service.   

• Passage of the Passenger Rail Investment and Improvement Act. 

• Passed Congress and signed by the President. Authorized funding needs appropriated. 

• Completion of the Richmond to Hampton Roads Passenger Rail Study. 

• Study before the Federal Railroad Administration. 

Long term: 

• Additional rail capacity (i.e. 3rd track) between Washington, DC and Richmond. 

• Passenger rail service between Richmond and South Hampton Roads.  

• The TransDominion Express from Bristol to Lynchburg then to Washington and Richmond. 

• Implementation of the CSX’s southeast higher-speed rail Corridors of the Future proposal. 

Mission, Vision, and Goals for 2008-2009 



FY 2008 Sponsors, Donors and Contributors 
Localities and EDA’s: 

Chesterfield County 

Henrico County 

Newport News City 

Norfolk City 

Richmond City 

Virginia Beach City 

Norfolk EDA 

Fredericksburg EDA 

James City County 

Williamsburg City 

Portsmouth EDA 

Chesapeake EDA 

Hanover County 

 

Business Annual Sponsorships: 

Platinum Level ($5,000+): 

Ukrop’s Supermarket/ 

 First Market Bank Foundation 

Wachovia Bank Foundation 

SunTrust Bank 

Norfolk Southern Corp. 

CSX Transportation 

 

Gold Level ($2,500+): 

Hunton & Williams LLP 

Greater Richmond Partnership 

Media General Inc. 

 

Silver Sponsors ($1,000+): 

Bank of America 

Covington International Travel 

Merlin Industries, Inc. 

Midlothian Enterprises 

Roslyn Farm Corporation 

Thompson McMullan, LLC.  

 

Bronze Sponsors ($250+): 

Capital One  

Guernsey Tingle Architects 

GVA Advantis  

HDR Engineering, Inc. 

Filtrona Fibertec  

Conquest Communications Group 

Dave Iwans and Associates Inc. 

Bristol Chamber of Commerce 

Venture Richmond 

Nycom Inc. 

Fi-Tech, Inc.  

PeakLogix 

Richmond Metropolitan-                               

         -Convention & Visitors Bureau 

M.H.West & Co., Inc 

CRT/tanaka  

Harrigan and Company, Inc. 

Pembroke Construction, Inc. 

Bradywine Realty Trust  

Hampton Roads Transit 

Virginia Land Investments  

Amtrak 

Annual Memberships: 

Sponsor Level ($1,000+): 

Josée G. Covington 

George F. Hoover 

S. Buford Scott 

Robert Walker 

 

Patron Level ($500+): 

Richard L. Beadles 

Barry L. Mark   

Murray M. Lumpkin 

James E. Ukrop 

   

Advocate Level ($100+): 

Alex Alexander 

Gene Bailey 

Edward R. Baird, Jr. 

Clay Barr 

Jim & Mary Bayliss 

Anny C. Bennett 

Marc P. Bernarducci 

George  Billmyer 

Barry Bishop 

Charles C. Blair 

Nanci Bond 

James Byerly 

Robert Calhoun 

Davis S. Cangalosi 

Brian M. Cann 

E. Tyree Chappell 

Whittington W. Clement 

Richard Cogswell 

Charles J. Cooper 

Bettie Minette Cooper 

William Covington 

Virginia P. Cowles 

Charles Crone 

John L. Curry 

Gerard R. Deily 

Richard Deloach 

Richard F. DeMong 

John G. Dicks 

Neil Donovan 

Sandra L. Duckworth 

John W. Epling 

Brad Face 

Nancy St. Clair Finch 

C. Joseph  Font'enot 

Lauren R. Goodloe 

H. William Greenup 

John Grzejka 

H. Preston Harrison 

Charles W. Hartgrove 

Timothy E. Hayes 

Samuel W. Hayes 

Robert Hershberger 

Frederick P. Hitz 

Charles E. Horner 

Del M. Humphreys 

Neil J. Humphreys, PH D 

Richard Huttinger 

William E. Ingram 

Joseph Keiger 

Stanley F. King 

Caroline D. Klam 

B. Frank Lewis 

Chris Lisle 

Michael J. Lockerby 

Charles M. Louthan 

Craig MacQueen 

Mary T. McCarthy 

Alan S. McCleaf 

Fred K. McCoy 

Timothy S. McCune 

Charles McDaniel 

Christopher Mecca 

Laura Merrell 

Wiley F. Mitchell, Jr. 

Marilyn Moedinger 

Martha V. Moore 

Hubert A. Nealy 

Kristin O'Conner 

Victoria Poulakis 

John Redick 

Mark Resnick 

Leo Schefer 

Don & Susan Schupp 

Meredith S. Scott 

Henry V. Shriver 

Eugene Siegel 

Leo Slaggie 

Carroll Swain 

Tauna M. Syzmanski 

Michael L. Testerman 

John Thompson 

William & Anne Thorn 

William F.  Thornton 

Alan C. Tobias 

William F.  Todd Jr. 

Jerry A. Van Voorhis 

Charles Walker 

Lois Walker 

Richard P. Ward 

Robert & Betty Warner 

Hugh West 

Roger N. Whiteway 

Anne-Marie Worthy 

Diamond Springs Water 

 

Basic Level ($50+) 

Mildred K Abraham 

Leslie B. Baker 

James Bayley 

Gregory E. Bingham 

Robert Bluford 

Paul Bohman 

William C. Boinest 

Marilyn T. Bota 

Aubrey R. Bowles III 

Kenneth A. Briers 

Larry W. Brooks 

Sherry W. Brown 

Marjorie W. Budd 

James J. Buratti 

Thomas A. Cardwell 

Howard & Andrea Carey 

Allan L. Carpenter 

Dorothy C. Cartwright 

Henry S. Chenault 

Stuart Christian, Jr. 

V.Wayne Cilimberg 

Kenneth N. Collins 

Raymond Cormier 

Marcel & Micaela Cornis-Pop 

Daniel P. Cotter 

Michael Crafik 

Olen F. Crane 

Jack W. Crosby 

Holly Culbreth 

Robert Davenport 

Connie Davis 

Sam Davis III 

Christopher R. Day 

Scott Dorsey 

Ronald Dunn, P.E. 

Mike Edwards 

Raymond H. Ellis 

Claire Emory 

Ronald H. Enders 

Judith Ewell 

Franz Fanuka 

Donya G. Faridazar 

Frances Feigert 

Wendy Floyd 

William Forster 

David L. Foster 

Brian P. Gallagher 

Mearl Gallup 

John Gambrill 

David M. Gibson 

Todd A. Gilbert 

Nancy L. Gleason 

James D. Goetzinger 

John W.  Gommis 

George E. Green 

Peter Harnik 

Henry U. Harris III 

Neil W. Henry 

Sam & Judy Hope 

Cherry K. Houck 

Anita G. Huffman 

Eugene Inge 

Janice Jackson 

William C. Jarnagin 

Hubert Jewell 

Ballard L. Jewell 

Gordon I. Johnson 

Dianne Prentice Jordan 

James M. Kanski 

Rodney V. Kastrup 

George A. Kelley 

Terrence R. Kennedy 

John S. Kern 

John K. Kesler 

Wendell W. Key 

Frances Koehler 

Kevin Korell 

Ned Krack 

Mike & Karen Krzmarzick 

William G. Lancellotti, Jr. 

Page Laubach  

John Levy 

Celeste A. Lipford 

Dorothy P. Loeb 

Albert O. Lour 

Timothy Louwers 

Diann K. Lynn 

Timothy G. Manning 

Michael J. Manning 

Paul W. Mapp 

Julie M. Marhalik 

Crystal A. Mario 

Gregory L. Marston 

Charles E. McCabe 

John H. McCrary 

John C. McDougal 

Mehran Mehrespand 

Aleta L. Meyer 

Jacob W. Miller 

Richard & Elaine Miller 

Robert Miller Jr. 

Martin L. Mitchell 

Michael Mohar 

Thelma D. Monroe 

Martin J. Moynihan 

William Muller 

William M. Mulvihill 

Neil B. Murphy 

Sheila L.  Myers 

Michael C. Neale 

Linda Nelon 

John Newell 

Sheila S. Noll 

Stephen C. Nunn 

James G. Overholser 

Glenda G. Parker 

Leonard Parker Jr. 

Allen Patrick 

Ann L.  Patrick 

Richard Peacock 

Ignacio B. Pessoa 

John L. Pfaltz 

Joann F. Rabaca 

Mark Raper 

Robin D. Ratchford 

John D. Raup 

James S. Reinhard 

Randolph N. Reynolds Jr. 

James C. Risner 

Barbara B. Robertson 

Mary E. Ropka 

David A. Ruhlow 

Jennifer G. Ryan 

William Sanders 

Bill Sanders 

Leo Schefer 

Roger O. Schickedantz 

Brandon C. Schneider 

Diana Schofield 

John Jay Schwartz 

Stewart Schwartz 

Janet B. Schwarz 

George C. Scott 

John Cole Scott 

James C. Shoemaker 



Finances for July 1, 2007 - June 30, 2008 

Thomas & Christine Shevock 

Matthew & Mildred Shifflett 

Lynn F. Shotwell 

Stuart Shumate 

Charles G. Simpkins 

Peter B. Sisti 

John Smith 

Frank J. Smith 

Jean C. Smith 

Frances G. Smith 

Peggy E. Smith 

Carmela S. Southers 

Raymond T.  Stamps 

Deborah Stearns 

Carl Stern 

Robert S. Sullivan 

Scott W. Talbert 

Kevin Tankersley 

Jesse S. Tarleton 

Brandes Taylor 

Natalie A. Testa 

Gary F. Thomas 

Robert K. Thomas 

John B. Tidwell 

John A. Tolleris 

David E. Treworgy 

Fred & Loretta Twyman 

William R. Ullom 

John Vanderstar 

Warren L. Vaughn 

Kent Vermillion 

Benjamin C. Waldenmaier 

Mildred C. Washington 

Lynne M. Weigle-Snow 

Charles Welander 

Stephen B. Wilmer 

Justin Wilson 

Omar Yacoubi 

David E. Yawars 

Walter W. Yeatts 

Stephen E. Young 

Dale Zehner 

Kevin J. Zook 

Penny Boyd  

Gary Robertson   
 

Student and Other: 

Marc Abrams 

Thelma W. Allen 

Gary C. Allen 

Joseph & Michelle 

Anderson 

Nancy H. Andrews 

Sybil A. Arler 

Elaine M. Arnold 

Vikas Arya 

Dennis H. Bailey 

Christine L. Baker 

Kevin M. Bebar 

Marisol Benesch 

Randall W. Betz 

Peter Boyle 

Constance Brennan 

Louise G. Briggs 

Michael E. Brookman 

Bernice L. Brooks 

Martha D. Brumbaugh 

John A. Calhoun 

John J. Cavendish 

Beverly B. Chinnis 

James K. Chisholm 

Aleae L. Christian 

Rosemary Cona 

Susan S. Conrad 

O. William Coon 

Kenneth E. Davey 

Jitendra Desai 

Oscar A. Echevarria 

Lisa C. Edwards-Burrs 

James A. Eichner 

Suzanne M. English 

John B. Farmer  

Chris Farstad 

Megan M. Gale 

Sridhar Ganesan 

Lizette Gecel 

Troy Jennene Gibbs 

Mary  Gunter 

Welford L. Harris 

John Edward Hasse 

Carl E. Hester III 

Jesse Holt 

Kenneth F. Hoskins 

Robert E Hunt 

Stephen N. Jolly 

David Kaplan 

Barbara J. Katz 

Terry D. Kester 

Kennedy Kipps 

Thelma Kirkpatrick 

John P. Lanouette 

Jerrad Lee 

FY 2008 Contributors Continued 
Martha S. Levering 

Dahlia H. Lithwick 

C. A.  Lowe 

Elizabeth C. McKenna 

Brendan Means 

James K. Meharg 

Richard H. Menke 

Angela Mitchell 

Heide M. Mulcahy 

Nicholas S. Murphy 

Naren S. Murthy 

Deborah S. Pearce 

Paul J. Petrill 

Barbara H. Pitts 

Daniel Plaugher 

Barbara A. Ritz 

Steve Schense 

David  Scherer 

Dana A. Schreiner 

Peter Schulman 

Stephen A. Schutze 

David D. Shuster 

Diana E. Smith 

Katherine C. Snow 

Mark C. Stevens 

Shannon  Strauss 

Linda P. Stuckey 

Pat C.  Talbot 

Geraldine A. Tarnoff 

Frank Taylor 

Rick Tedesco 

Charles R. Twardy 

Richard C. Van Dyk 

Martha J. Vincent 

FY 2008 Contributions 

Governmental (9 localities, 1 agency) $75,000.00 

Business Sponsorships (30 businesses) $55,934.00 

Individual Memberships (402 donors) $27,679.00 

Economic Development Agencies (4 EDAs) $17,000.00 

Misc (interest, refunds, rebates) $7,566.61 

2008 Annual Meeting $2,745.00 

Total Contributions $185,924.61 

FY 2008 Expenditures 

Personal & Professional Fees (staff, taxes, accountant, etc) $70,084.46 

Outreach (printing, postage, events, etc) $40,646.19 

Office Expenses (rent, supplies) $17,466.11 

Travel and Conferences $5,372.43 

Miscellaneous (fees, refunds, etc) $3,056.89 

Communication (phone, email) $2,761.38 

Membership and Dues $1,829.00 

Total Expenditures $141,216.46 

Difference $44,708.15 

David J. Vollrath 

Duncan S. Wallace 

Martin J. & Faye Walsh 

Lloyd  Warner 

Randy Welch 

Reid E. Whitlock 

Jean Y. Wilkins 

Schon Williams 

Cheryl W. Wilson 

Terry W. Woodworth 

Len Worley 

Martin R. Yerick 

Diane M. Zotti  

—————————————————— 

Dear Contributors, 

 

    The donor list that is included in this 

annual report has been compiled by our 

staff who worked hard to prepare this 

report. Despite our best effort to avoid 

errors and omissions, these can occur. If 

you contributed as a donor and your 

name was omitted, listed in the wrong 

place, or misspelled, please accept our 

most sincere apologies and please                 

contact us at vhsrdc@earthlink.com and 

advise us of the mistake.   

 

Thank you.  



Activities for FY 2008 
Legislation: 

The High Speed Rail for America Act (Federal) 

• Contacted the offices of both Senator James Webb and Senator-elect Mark Warner. 

The Passenger Rail Investment and Improvement Act (Federal) 

• Legislation passed Congress and was signed by President Bush, it authorizes $2.1 billion for passenger rail corridors such as the 
Richmond to Washington corridor. (Oct 08) 

• Passed US House of Representatives 311 to 104 with 9 of 11 members from Virginia voting for passage. (June 08) 
• Met with Representative-elect Rob Wittman (VA-1) regarding this legislation (Nov 07) 
• Passed US Senate 70 to 22 (Oct 07) 
• Sen. J. Warner (April 07) and Sen. J. Webb (May 07) signed on as co-sponsors. 
• Met with the staffs of Senators John Warner and Jim Webb to encourage support and sponsorship of S.294 (April 07) 
Rail Enhancement Fund Amendments (Virginia) 

• Met with Delegates Toscano and Loupassi regarding this legislation (Oct/Nov 08) 
• SB 371 passed the Virginia State Senate, died in a House of Delegates transportation sub-committee. 
• Prompted State Senators John Watkins & Yvonne Miller, and Delegate Adam Ebbin to introduce REF legislation [SB 11, SB 371 

& HB856] for 2008 General Assembly session. (Dec 07) 
• Met with State Senator Yvonne Miller, Chairwoman of Senate Transportation Committee regarding legislation (Nov 07) 
HR 2116, the Freight Rail Infrastructure Capacity Expansion Act (Federal) 

• VHSR Board of Directors voted to support legislation (July 07) 
• VHSR Board met with Rep. Eric Cantor per his request to discuss his pending legislation. (June 07) 

 

Meetings: 
• Presented before the Chesterfield County Board of Supervisors (May 08) 

• Represented at the Richmond Transportation Advisory Board annual breakfast. (May 08) 

• Hosted our 12th Annual Meeting at the Science Museum of Virginia. Speakers included Governor Kaine, Dept. of Rail and Public 
Transportation Director Matt Tucker, NC DOT Rail Director Pat Simmons, Conaway Haskins from Sen. Webb’s office, Lloyd 
Lenhart from Congressman Cantor’s office, and Richmond City Council President Bill Pantele. (May 08)  

• Presented before the Greater Richmond Chamber of Commerce regarding Rail. (May 08) 

• Hosted and Assisted with National Train Day events or proclamations in Ashland, Fredericksburg, Richmond, and Williamsburg 
(May 08) 

• Represented at VDOT’s 6-year planning meetings around the state. (Apr 08) 

• Board of Directors hosted a presentation by Dept. of Rail and Public Transportation Director Matthew O. Tucker regarding              
Virginia’s upcoming State Rail Plan (Apr 08) 

• Presented before the Henrico County Board of Supervisors (Feb 08) 

• Presented before the Portsmouth Economic Development Agency (Feb 08) 

• Presented before the Chesapeake Economic Development Agency (Feb 08) 

• Presented before the Fredericksburg City Council (Feb 08) 

• Presented before the Williamsburg City Council (Feb 08) 

• Represented at Virginia’s Rail Advisory Board Meetings (Feb 08) 

• Met with State Senators Watkins, Newman, Ralph Smith, Petersen, John Miller, Ticer, Puckett, Wagner, and Cuccinelli or their 
staffs regarding state legislation. (Jan 08) 

• Met with Delegates Ebbin, Toscano, Valentine, BaCote, Cosgrove, Hugo, and Tata or their staffs regarding state legislation. 

• Sponsored the Carmichael Conference on the Future of American Transportation in St. Louis, Missouri. (Jan 08) 

• Represented at the National Surface Transportation Policy and Revenue Study Commission’s passenger rail working group press 
conference that recommended $357.2 billion for passenger rail. (Dec 07) 

• Hosted first roundtable of Virginia environmental and transportation organizations to discuss rail advocacy coordination (Nov 07) 

• Represented at VDOT’s 56th Annual Transportation Conference in Roanoke (Nov 07) 

• Represented at Virginia’s Rail Advisory Board Meetings (Jan-Oct 07) 

• Sponsored the East Coast High Speed Rail Summit in Raleigh, NC. Summit included multiple authorities on intercity high-speed                 
passenger rail, State Secretaries of Transportation, Representatives, and congressional staffers. (Oct 07) 

• Rep. Eric Cantor sent his Deputy Chief of Staff and Richmond Director at the request of VHSR. 
 

Outreach/ Grassroots/ Other: 
• Emailed 1,192 Virginians to support the additional rail funding in Governor Kaine’s transportation proposals. (June 08) 

• Mailed 25,034 postcards to support rail funding in Governor Kaine’s transportation proposals. (June 08) 



Amtrak and VRE Passenger Rail Ridership Numbers for Virginia  

Station FY 2007 FY 2008 Difference 

Alexandria 97,734 120,153 22.94% 

Ashland 12,909 16,497 27.79% 

Charlottesville 48,190 53,038 10.06% 

Clifton Forge 3,216 3,867 20.24% 

Culpeper 4,151 5,166 24.45% 

Danville 4,662 6,141 31.72% 

Franconia-Springfield 1,695 2,598 53.27% 

Fredericksburg* 61,615 52,300 -15.12% 

Lorton (Auto-Train) 217,822 234,839 7.81% 

Lynchburg 18,744 25,383 35.42% 

Manassas 8,178 9,644 17.93% 

Newport News 96,473 117,154 21.44% 

Petersburg 18,725 20,909 11.66% 

Quantico* 28,078 21,113 -24.81% 

Richmond - Main Street 12,757 19,360 51.76% 

Richmond - Staples Mill 234,670 275,479 17.39% 

Staunton 6,345 6,265 -1.26% 

Williamsburg 41,941 49,685 18.46% 

Woodbridge* 15,361 10,426 -32.13% 

DC—Union Station (VA ridership est.) 1,000,000 1,000,000 0.00% 

Virginia Railway Express (VRE) 3,453,561 3,628,563 5.07% 

Total 5,386,827 5,678,580 5.42% 

Activities for FY 2008 continued 
• Mailed information about VHSR to 69,602 Virginians resulting in hundreds of new supporters. (Mar 08 ) 

• Mailed 2,500 action alerts regarding pending state legislation. (Jan 08) 

• Sent legislative action alert to 9,000 citizens via email. (Jan 08) 

• Obtained the Dept. of Rail & Public Transportation’s Amtrak Study via FOIA request. (Jan 08) 

• Published the Virginians for High Speed Rail 2007 Annual Report (Jan 08) 

• Mailed every elected state senator and delegate a packet of information regarding rail issues in Virginia. (Nov 07) 

• Mailed every candidate running for the General Assembly information regarding rail issues in Virginia (Oct 07) 

• Emailed over 800 supporters regarding an anti-passenger rail amendment before the US Senate. The email encouraged our        
supporters to ask Senators J. Warner and J. Webb to vote against it. (Oct 07) 

• After talking to Senator John Warner’s office, he voted against it. The amendment failed. 
• Hosted a booth at the VA State Fair where we distributed 1,000’s of pieces of literature & talked to 100’s of Virginians. (Sep 07) 

• Interviewed on CBS 6’s “Along for the Ride” segment regarding higher speed rail to Richmond. (July 07) 

*The decrease in ridership is partially due to a change in VRE’s policy where VRE riders used to be able to, for a small fee, step up to the Amtrak trains. 

Printed by our supporter and sponsor Merlin Industries. 


