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Septembe
r 2010 

 

 

Dear Members and S
upporters:

 

 

We are prou
d to presen

t this annu
al report, a

nd to cele
brate a ye

ar of grea
t successe

s.  Thanks
 to your su

pport, 

VHSR ha
s been a m

ajor playe
r in the m

ost important an
d transfor

mative deve
lopments for in

tercity and
 high spee

d 

passenger
 rail that V

irginia ha
s seen in h

alf a centu
ry. To det

ail just a f
ew: 

 

In January
, the South

east High 
Speed Rai

l Corridor
 received 

$620 milli
on in fede

ral stimulus funds
 to improv

e the 

speed and
 reliability

 of passen
ger rail be

tween Ral
eigh, Nort

h Carolina
, Richmond and W

ashington
, DC, brin

ging 

the corrid
or several

 years clos
er to achie

ving fast, 
frequent a

nd reliable
 passenge

r rail from
 Jacksonv

ille to Bos
ton. 

 

Tens of th
ousands o

f Virginia
ns are ridi

ng the new
 corridor t

rains conn
ecting Lyn

chburg to
 Washington

, DC and 

the Northe
ast Corrid

or. Launc
hed in Oc

tober, this
 is the firs

t state-sup
ported inte

rcity servi
ce in Virg

inia histor
y.  It 

has alread
y exceede

d its first-
year rider

ship and r
evenue go

als and is 
on a fast t

rack to do
uble its ex

pected     
              

performan
ce during 

the first ye
ar.  A seco

nd state sp
onsored se

rvice betw
een Richm

ond, Washington
, DC and 

the 

Northeast
 Corridor 

was launc
hed in Jul

y.  VHSR
 and our s

tatewide c
oalition pa

rtners wor
ked succe

ssfully du
ring 

the 2010 G
eneral Ass

embly to rais
e decisive

 public su
pport for $

93 million in st
ate fundin

g for infra
structure  

             

improvem
ents to ex

tend the n
ew Richm

ond servic
e to Norfo

lk. VHSR
 plans to w

ork equall
y hard to e

xpand and
 

extend fut
ure passen

ger servic
e in the L

ynchburg 
– DC and 

Richmond-Williamsbur
g-Newpor

t News co
rridors. 

 

During th
e 2010 leg

islative se
ssion, VH

SR also su
ccessfully

 backed a 
state study

 to help id
entify and

 develop a
 

sustainabl
e resource

 to fund th
e future ex

pansion of
 passenge

r rail acro
ss the Com

monwealth.
   At the fe

deral leve
l, 

VHSR joi
ned forces

 with a na
tional coa

lition of ra
il advocac

y groups i
n a succes

sful campaign to b
uild suppo

rt in 

Congress 
to increase

 the FY 20
10 approp

riation for
 high spee

d rail from
 $1 billion

 to $2.5 bi
llion, and 

we are 

working n
ow to pers

uade Con
gress to in

clude long
-term, sustainab

le funding
 for high s

peed rail i
n the Surf

ace 

Transport
ation Reau

thorization
 Bill curre

ntly under
 considera

tion. 

 

I'm sure y
ou'll agree

 that these
 are substa

ntial accom
plishments. Yet, 

our momentum is now th
reatened b

y a           
       

dramatic declin
e in annua

l contribu
tions, part

icularly th
ose from our local 

governments, who
 are facing

 severe 

budget sh
ortfalls.  V

HSR's fun
ding has d

eclined by
 over 40 p

ercent, for
cing us to

 reduce ou
r grassroo

ts outreach
 

and shrink
 our mode

st day-to-
day opera

tion.  With the pas
t year's fo

rward motion of st
ate suppo

rted          
           

passenger
 services, 

federal hi
gh speed r

ail investm
ents, legis

lative vict
ories and 

enthusiast
ic public s

upport, w
e 

cannot aff
ord to slow

 down.  W
e must co

ntinue our
 fast-paced

 campaign of a
dvocacy, 

education
 and legisl

ative 

action to p
rotect the 

future of h
igh speed 

rail for Vi
rginia. 

 

Intercity a
nd high sp

eed rail w
ill bring V

irginia's tr
ansportati

on system
 into the 2

1st Centur
y and tran

sform the 

state econ
omy.  VHSR

 is on the 
frontlines 

every day
 working t

oward this
 goal.  Tha

nk you fo
r your sup

port durin
g 

this year o
f great pro

gress.  Ple
ase help u

s continue
 our work

 through  
your gene

rous supp
ort. 

 

Sincerely,
 

 

 

 

Meredith Ri
chards 

President 

5101 Monument Ave., Richmond, Virginia 23230 | P: 804.461.8165 | F: 804.864.5194 | www.VHSR.com 



Board of Directors 
Executive Committee 

President: Meredith Richards, Piedmont Rail Coalition 

President-Elect & General Counsel: William J. Pantele, Law Offices of William J. Pantele 

Vice-President: Ann Hunnicutt, Pembroke Construction Company 

Vice-President: Charles Louthan, Grubb & Ellis | Harrison & Bates 

Treasurer: Michael L. Testerman, National Association of Railroad Passengers 

Secretary: Ignacio Pessoa, Alexandria 

Past President: Lois L. Walker, Walker Real Estate 

Co-Chairs:  Brad Face, Face International 

Sandra L. Duckworth, Fredericksburg 

Thomas G. Tingle, AIA, Guernsey Tingle Architects 

James E. Ukrop, Union First Market Bank 

At-Large:   

Barry C. Bishop, Greater Norfolk Corporation 

Josée C. Covington, Covington International Travel  

Trip Pollard, Southern Environmental Law Center 

Staff: Daniel L. Plaugher 

 

Board of Directors 

Gene Bailey, Fredericksburg Regional Alliance 

Richard L. Beadles, Commonwealth of Virginia’s Rail Advisory Board 

Whittington W. Clement, Hunton & Williams 

Gerard R. Deily, P.E., Alliance for Community Choice in Transportation 

Paul Freiling, Colonial Williamsburg Foundation 

Joan Girone, Midlothian Long & Foster 

H. William Greenup, Fredericksburg 

Elliott Harrigan, Harrigan & Company, Inc. 

Henry “Sandy” Harris III, Palladium Registered Investment Advisors 

Robert W. Hershberger, CCE, Williamsburg 

Donna Kelliher, Dominion  

Craig R. MacQueen, Split Oaks, LLC 

Wiley F. Mitchell Jr., Esq., Wilcox and Savage PC 

Thomas Regnell, Washington Real Estate Investment Trust 

S. Buford Scott, Scott & Stringfellow, Inc. 

Henry V. Shriver, AIA, Shriver & Holland Associates 

Robert “Litt” Thompson, Virginia Land Investments 

Eugene Trani, Virginia Commonwealth University 

Charles M. Walker, Albemarle Corporation 

 

Honorary Directors 

Governor Gerald L. Baliles, University of Virginia’s Miller Center 

Governor A. Linwood Holton, McCandlish Holton 

 

Advisory Committee  

Steven Baril, Williams Mullen 

E. Dana Dickens, III, Hampton Roads Partnership 

Robert E. Lindgren, Randolph Macon College 

H. French Moore, Abington Town Council 

Robert W. Shinn, Capital Results 

 

Board of Directors (term ended June 30, 2010) 

John P. Grzejka, City of Manassas, Manassas 

Shawn M. Healy, Alexandria 

James A. Overton Jr. Portsmouth Economic Development Agency, Portsmouth 

Robert C. Walker, Roslyn Farm Corporation, Colonial Heights 



 

Virginians for High Speed Rail (VHSR) is a 501 (C) (3) non-profit coalition of citizens, localities, economic development agencies, community                 

organizations, and businesses that educate and advocate for the improvement and expansion of fast, frequent, and reliable rail service linking             

Virginia to destinations along the east coast from Boston, MA to Jacksonville, FL. 

 

We are supported by seven localities, four economic development agencies, dozens of businesses, and hundreds of individuals. Additionally, our 

grassroots activist network extends to a 4,000+ email list and 186,000 mailing list. 

 

VHSR works closely with the Greater Richmond Chamber of Commerce, Amtrak, Hampton Roads Chamber of Commerce, Sierra Club, Peninsula 

Chamber of Commerce, Women’s Transportation Seminar, Greater Norfolk Corporation, Fredericksburg Chamber of Commerce, Partnership for 

Smarter Growth, Virginia Beach Vision, Greater Williamsburg Chamber and Tourism Alliance, Richmond Region Metropolitan Planning Organization, 

National Association of Railroad Passengers, Southern Environmental Law Center, Hampton Roads Transportation Planning Organization, Capital 

Region Collaborative, and the Virginia League of Conservation Voters. 

 

VHSR co-founded the national Fourbillion.com Coalition that was successful in advocating for $2.5 billion for high speed rail in the 2010 federal 

budget, and the Southeast High Speed Rail Association which advocates for high speed rail across all the Southeast states. 

 

Our Goals: 
 

• Connect the Commonwealth with fast, frequent, and reliable passenger rail service 

• Improve the quality and frequency of Amtrak and Virginia Railway Express service along: 

• The Newport News – Richmond – Northeast rail corridor 

• The Lynchburg – Charlottesville – Northeast rail corridor 

• Develop and extend passenger rail service: 

• Between Richmond and Norfolk  

• Between Lynchburg and Roanoke then to Bristol 

• Promote and advance the Southeast High Speed Rail Corridor  

• Advance public-private partnerships and investments in high-performance passenger, freight, and commuter rail services . 

• Ensure proper return-on-investment from public funding 

About Virginians for High Speed Rail 

FY 2010 Sponsors, Donors, & Contributors (July 1, 2009-June 30, 2010)  
Localities and EDA’s: 

Richmond City 

Henrico County 

Virginia Beach City 

Norfolk City 

Chesterfield County 

Norfolk EDA 

Fredericksburg EDA 

Williamsburg City 

James City County 

Chesapeake EDA 

Portsmouth EDA 

Hanover County 

 

Business Sponsorships: 

 

Diamond Sponsors ($5,000+): 

SunTrust Bank 

Capital One 

Dominion  

Genworth Financial 

Norfolk Southern Corp. 
 

Platinum Sponsors ($2,500+): 

Bank of America 

CSX Transportation 

Media General Inc. 
 

Gold Sponsors ($1,000+): 

Bombardier Transportation 

Hunton & Williams LLP 

Filtrona Fibertec  

Covington International Travel 

Roslyn Farm Corporation 

Greater Richmond Partnership 

Virginia Land Investments 
 

Silver Sponsors ($500+): 

CRT/ Tanaka 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 

J.E. Liesfeld, Contractor, Inc. 

Hampton Roads Partnership 
 

Bronze Sponsors ($250+): 

Guernsey Tingle Architects 

GVA Advantis 

Dave Iwans and Associates Inc. 

Venture Richmond 

Fi-Tech, Inc. 

PeakLogix 

M.H.West & Co., Inc 

Harrigan and Company, Inc. 

Pembroke Construction, Inc. 

Bradywine Realty Trust 

Covington Dental 

Hilldrup Companies, Inc.  

Bristol Chamber of Commerce 

Richmond Association of Realtors 

Richmond Metro. Convention & Visitors Bureau 

The Peck Companies 

Diamond Springs Water 

Home Media, Inc. 

Grace Haven House 

Richmond Corrugated, Inc.  

TLA, Inc. 

Reynolds Development  

Christian & Barton Attorneys at Law 

Amtrak 
 

Individual Members & Donors:  
 

Diamond Level ($2,500+): 

Josée Covington 

Larry Eiben 

Buford Scott 
 

Platinum Level ($1,000+): 

Richard Beadles 

George F. Hoover 

Barbara & James Ukrop 
 

Gold Level ($500+): 

Clay Barr 

Sandra L. Earley 

Stuart Shumate 

Silver Level ($250+): 

Barry  Bishop 

Brad Face 

Nancy Finch 

John & Kim Hahn 

Elliott Harrigan 

Robert W. Hershberger 

Ronald Lively 

Craig MacQueen 

Meredith  Richards 

Mildred  Shifflett 

Matthew Shifflett 

John & Ellen Thompson 

Charles Walker 
 

Bronze Level ($100+): 

William Greenup 

Samuel W. Hayes 

Ira Agricola 

Jacek Ghosh & Laura Siminoff 

Edward Baird 

Robert C. Bass 

William W. Berry 

Charles C. Blair 

Robert Calhoun 

E. Tyree  Chappell 

Henry Chenault 

Whittington Clement 

Richard U. Cogswell 



Passenger Rail Ridership 

FY 2010 Finances  

FY 2010 Contributions 

Governmental  $61,250.00 

Business Sponsorships  $40,400.00 

Individual Memberships  $27,325.00 

Economic Development Agencies  $8,250.00 

Misc (interest, refunds, rebates) $1,977.06 

Raffle Fundraiser $2,295.00 

Total Contributions $141,497.06 

FY 2010 Expenditures 

Personal & Professional Fees (staff, taxes, accountant, etc) $99,285.57 

Outreach (printing, postage, events, etc) $14,707.55 

Office Expenses (rent, supplies) $7,991.80 

Travel, Conferences, and meeting expenses $7,712.28 

Miscellaneous (fees, refunds, credit processing fees, etc) $1,200.00 

Communication (phone, fax, email) $3,099.12 

Membership and Dues $1,595.00 

Total Expenditures $135,591.72 

Difference $5,905.34 

Virginia Cowles 

Gerard Deily 

Dana Dickens 

Sandra Duckworth 

John  Epling 

Franz Fanuka 

Sandy Fitz-Hugh 

Mearl Gallup 

Joan C. Girone 

Nancy L. Gleason 

Lauren Goodloe 

H. Preston Harrison 

Richard Huttinger 

Henry A. Ickes 

William E. Ingram 

Finn Vang Jensen 

Stanley King 

Mary McCarthy 

Fred McCoy 

James Michel 

Wiley Mitchell 

French H. Moore Jr. 

Sheila Noll 

Allen W. Patrick 

Trip Pollard 

Mark Raper 

George C. Scott 

Henry Shriver 

Peter B. Sisti 

Tauna Szymanski 

William F. Thornton 

Mildred Washington 

Hugh West 

Dale Zehner 
 

General Level ($50+): 

Joyce Goetzinger 

Jim Bayley 

Aubrey Bowles 

Ken Briers 

Larry  Brooks 

James J. Buratti 

Howard & Andrea Carey 

Sally Hill Cooper 

Bettie Minette Cooper 

Olen Crane 

Robert Davenport 

Constance Davis 

Richard DeMong 

Scott Dorsey 

Wendy Floyd 

Herb L. Furse 

Brian Gallagher 

John C. Gambrill 

Peter   Harnik 

Samuel & Judy Hope 

Pat Hudson 

Neil Humphreys 

David Kaplan 

Peter Kearney 

Joesph T. Keiger 

Wade King 

Caroline Klam 

Ned D. Krack 

Frank Lewis 

Albert Louer 

Tim & Barbara Louwers 

Alexander Macaulay 

Martha McClees 

John McCrary 

Marilyn Moedinger 

T. Dale Monroe 

Jeffrey  Myers-Hayer 

Linda C. Nelon 

Leonard  Parker 

Daniel Peacock 

Richard Peacock 

John D. Raup 

Randolph Reynolds 

Barbara A. Ritz 

Randolph Robertson 

Jennifer G. Ryan 

Karen M. Sanders 

Bill  Sanders 

Donald & Susan Schupp 

Janet B. Schwarz 

John R. Smith 

Peggy Smith 

Linda P. Stuckey 

Robert Sullivan 

Samuel & Jennifer Tarry 

Gary Thomas 

William Todd 

John Tolleris 

David Treworgy 

Warren Vaughn 

Benjamin Waldenmaier 

Martin J. Walsh 

Lloyd Warner 

Charles E. Welander 

Chapin Wilson 

Janet M. Worsham 

Kenneth Wynne 

Walter Yeatts 

Stephen  Young 

Philip Younger 
 

Basic Level ($25+): 

David Foster 

Beverly B. Chinnis 

David Scherer 

Marc Abrams 

Elaine M. Arnold 

Margaret M. Ballard 

Randall Betz 

Sandra J. Blake 

James Byerly 

V. Wayne Cilimberg 

Ronald Dunn 

Mike Edwards 

Brad Edwards 

Christopher Farstad 

William P.  Forster 

Mary Gorman 

Katharine Hayes 

Thomas Herbert 

Clyde Hoey 

Ursula Hresko 

Eugene Inge 

H. Hurbert Jewell 

Stephen Jolly 

Barbara A. Katz 

Jane C. Koontz 

Kevin H. Korell 

Mike Lambert 

Michael Mann 

Alan McCleaf 

Christopher Meccia 

William Muller 

John Newell 

Robert O'Neil 

Mary Ropka 

Stephen Schutze 

Leo Slaggie 

Jean & Starke Smith 

Philip Southers 

David  Stearns 

Carroll E. Swain 

Jesse Tarleton 

Derek Tolagian 

Martha Vincent 

David Vollrath 

Reid Whitlock 

Diane M. Zotti 
 

Raffle/ Other Donations: 

Frank Taylor 

Barbara Pitts 

Peter Aliferis 

Jason Amirhadji 

Manfred Arras 

Mohammed Ashraf 

Allison Carneiro da Silva 

Charles Catalano 

Julie Ehlers 

John Erdwurm 

Dorothy  Eure 

Carter Felvey 

Mark Ferguson 

Virginia D. Fiden 

Ellen Fleming 

Jillian Gustafson 

Sean Harrigan 

Daphne Hill 

Dawn Hillard 

Jonathan Hine 

Gail Hubbard 

Ann Hunnicutt 

Suman  Khosla 

Douglas Kleffner 

Dahlia Lithwick 

Chip  Louthan 

Murray Lumpkin 

Donovan McGill 

Hubert Nealy 

James Overholser 

Sandra Plaugher 

Alan  Ram 

Siegie Ritenour 

Kim Scheeler 

Howard  Singerman 

Judith Smith 

Francis Stockwell 

Phil Stumpf 

Thomas G. Tingle 

Pamela Tolagian 

Paul  Trapp 

Charles Twardy 

Matt Ward 

Bruce Wingo 

Janet Worsham 

Omar Yacoubi 

Martin Yerick 

Dear Contributors and supporters,  

 

The donor list that is included in this annual report has been compiled by our 

staff who worked hard to prepare this report. Despite our best effort to avoid 

errors and omissions, these can occur. If you contributed as a donor and your 

name was omitted, listed in the wrong place, or misspelled, please accept our 

most sincere apologies and please contact us at 1-804-864-5193 or 

VHSRDC@earthlink.net, and advise us of the mistake.  Any mistake will be           

corrected immediately in our online version and future printings. 

 

Thank you, 

 

VHSR Board of Directors 

Amtrak & Virginia Railway Express Ridership Numbers for FY 2009 

Station FY 2008 FY 2009 Difference 

Alexandria* 120,153 120,815 0.55% 

Ashland 16,497 16,634 0.83% 

Charlottesville 53,038 52,546 -0.93% 

Clifton Forge 3,867 3,703 -4.24% 

Culpeper 5,166 4,814 -6.81% 

Danville 6,141 5,870 -4.41% 

Franconia-Springfield* 2,598 2,674 2.93% 

Fredericksburg* 52,300 54,053 3.35% 

Lorton (Auto-Train) 234,839 232,955 -0.80% 

Lynchburg 25,383 23,641 -6.86% 

Manassas* 9,644 9,204 -4.56% 

Newport News 117,154 110,226 -5.91% 

Petersburg 20,909 20,558 -1.68% 

Quantico* 21,113 22,114 4.74% 

Richmond - Main Street 19,360 23,576 21.78% 

Richmond - Staples Mill 275,479 256,006 -7.07% 

Staunton 6,265 6,105 -2.55% 

Williamsburg 49,685 48,688 -2.01% 

Woodbridge* 10,426 10,848 4.05% 

DC—Union Station (VA ridership est.) 1,000,000 1,000,000 0% 

Virginia Railway Express (VRE) 3,628,563 3,857,646  6.31% 

Total 5,678,580 5,882,676 3.59% 

* indicates stations that are served by Amtrak and Virginia Railway Express trains 



Activities for FY 2010 

Advocating: Legislative 
2010 General Assembly 

• 2010 Budget Amendment :  Funds the continuation of intercity passenger rail service on the Lynchburg-Washington, and Richmond-Washington 

corridors. It also funds the infrastructure required to extend intercity passenger rail service from Richmond to Norfolk by 2013. 

• Introduced in House budget 

• Contacted Senator Yvonne Miller and Richard Saslaw’s office to request its introduction in Senate budget 

• Met with all House and Senate Budget Conferees or their aides in strong support of this amendment 

• Budget amendment was retained in Conference Budget and signed by Governor Bob McDonnell 

• Virginia Intercity Passenger Rail Fund Study: Required the Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation to study the best means to continue 

the operation of Virginia’s sponsored intercity passenger rail service   

• Met with Senator Yvonne Miller to request the study’s introduction  

• Met with Senator John Watkins to request his support  

• Met with the full membership of the Senate Rules Committee or their aides  

• Testified before the Senate Rules Sub-committee  

• Testified before the House Rules Sub-committee  

• Passed the General Assembly  

Congress 

• US Department of Transportation’s FY 2010 Appropriation (H.R. 3288) 

• Supported the passage of legislation that included $4 billion for high speed rail funding 

• Passed the House of Representatives 256-168 

• Fought back an amendment that would have reduced high speed rail funding by $3 billion 

• Informed our members to contact Senators Webb and Warner to support the high speed rail funding 

• Passed the Senate with $1.2 billion for high-speed rail 73-25  

• Met with Representatives Eric Cantor, Tom Perriello, John Olver, and Debbie Halvorson about the pending Conference Committee 

report, and presented them with signatures from thousands of businesses, citizens, and organizations that support $4 billion for 

high-speed rail 

• Congress passed H.R. 3288 with $2.5 billion for high-speed rail for FY 2010 

 

Education: Events, Presentations, and Meetings 
• Spoke and attended the Southeast High Speed Rail public hearings (July 10) 

• Participated in the Richmond Capital Region Collaborative’s Richmond Rail Bus Tour (July 10) 

• Represented and recognized at the Virginia-North Carolina High Speed Rail Compact Meeting (July 10) 

• Spoke to the Richmond Metropolitan Planning Organization in support of their high speed rail resolution (July 10) 

• Presented to the Richmond Commercial Realtors group about high speed rail (June 10) 

• Met with Governor McDonnell’s policy director to brief him on various issues regarding high speed rail (June 10) 

• Represented at the Commonwealth Transportation Board meeting that funded the new Washington to Norfolk train service (June 10) 

• Gave Hampton Roads leaders an update on the progress of intercity and high speed passenger rail (June 10) 

• Met with Richmond leaders regarding the bypassing of Main Street Station (June 10) 

• Spoke before the Chester Community Association (May 10) 

• Participated on a conference call with Senator Mark Warner to discuss transportation (May 10) 

• Spoke before the Norfolk Economic Development Authority (Apr 10) 

• Met with the offices of Senators Mark Warner and Jim Webb, and Representative’s Bobby Scott, Tom Perriello, Glenn Nye, Gerry Connelly, and 

David Price (Apr 10) 

• Presented to Old Dominion University’s Green Engineering Conference about high speed rail (April 10) 

• Spoke to the Virginia Beach Princess Anne Rotary Club (Mar 10) 

• Spoke to the Virginia Business Travel Association (Mar 10) 

• Presented at the Virginia Railway Patrons Association annual meeting (March 10) 

• Spoke before the Williamsburg Business Roundtable (March 10) 

• Presented to the James City County EDA (Feb 10) 

• Presented before Hampton Roads Civic Leadership (Feb 10) 

• Spoke at the Richmond MPO regarding the Richmond-Hampton Roads study (Feb 10) 

• Spoke at the hearing for the Richmond-Hampton Roads HSR study in Norfolk (Jan 10) 

• Spoke at the hearing for the Richmond-Hampton Roads HSR study in Newport News (Jan 10) 

• Spoke at the hearing for the Richmond-Hampton Roads HSR study in Richmond (Jan 10) 

• Presented to the Hanover Rotary Club (Jan 10) 



• Spoke to the Williamsburg Economic Progress Committee (Jan 10) 

• Presented to the Henrico North Rotary Club (Jan 10) 

• Met with Senator John Watkins about the Passenger Rail Operations Fund (Jan 10) 

• Met with Governor-Elect McDonnell’s rail transition team about high-speed rail (Dec 09) 

• Presented to Venture Richmond (Dec 09) 

• Presented to the Chesapeake EDA (Nov 09) 

• Spoke to the Brandermill Rotary Club (Nov 09) 

• Presented to the Goochland Rotary Club (Nov 09) 

• Represented at the Rail Advisory Board meeting (Nov 09) 

• Spoke to the First Lego League Tournament (Nov 09) 

• Spoke before the Hampton Roads Realtors Association (Nov 09) 

• Presented to the Historic Triangle Collaborative (Oct 09) 

• Attended the US High Speed Rail conference in Washington, DC (Oct 09) 

• Presented to the Hampton Roads Chambers of Commerce’s Sync757 (Oct 09) 

• Presented to the Virginia Society of Industrial and Office Realtors (Oct 09) 

• Spoke before the Portsmouth Partnership (Oct 09) 

• Spoke before the JCC’s 5400 Men’s Club (Oct 09) 

• Participated in the Whistle Stop Tour for the new Lynchburg to Washington Amtrak Service (Sep 09)  

• Presented before the Citizens Advisory Transportation Committee (Sep 09) 

• Presented before Virginia Beach Vision (Sep 09) 

• Presented before the Greater Norfolk Corporation (Sep 09)  

• Participated on an Urban Land Institute-Hampton Roads conference panel (Sep 09) 

• Presented before the Portsmouth EDA (Aug 09) 

• Participated in the Richmond Transportation Advocacy Board meeting. (Aug 09) 

• Hosted three high-speed rail update presentations (Aug 09) 

• Spoke before the Richmond Management Roundtable (July 09) 

• Presented before the Richmond Rotary Club (July 09) 

• Presented before the Richmond Metropolitan Planning Organization (July 09) 

• Spoke before the InVision Richmond (July 09) 

• Spoke before the Urban Land Institute- Hampton Roads high-speed rail forum (June 09) 

• Presented before the Hampton Roads Chamber of Commerce (June 09) 

• Briefed staff members for Senators Webb & Warner, and Representatives Connolly, Wittman, Forbes, & Nye (June 09) 

• Co-hosted an event with the Greater Richmond Chamber of Commerce, with Amtrak President and CEO Joe Boardman, at Randolph Macon                     

University (May 09) 

• Hosted our 13
th

 Annual Meeting at UVA in Charlottesville with Director of VA Dept. of Rail and Public Transportation Chip Badger, Congressman 

Tom Perriello, and former Federal Railroad Administrator Gil Carmichael. (May 09)  

• Held a press conference with Minority Whip Representative Eric Cantor, Representative Bobby Scott, and Richmond Mayor Dwight Jones     encour-

aging the Federal Railroad Administration to invest in the Washington to Richmond high-speed rail corridor. (Apr 09) 

• Briefed  all the gubernatorial candidates for Governor and Lt. Governor about high-speed rail. (Mar-Aug 09) 

 

Outreach: Grassroots/ Media 
• Interviewed for Richmond’s CBS 6 piece “High Speed Rail Service Headed for Central Virginia?” (July 21, 2010) 

• Quoted in the Richmond Times Dispatch article “High-speed rail supported heavily at public hearing” (July 21, 2010) 

• Interviewed for Richmond’s CBS 6 piece “High-Speed Rail in Richmond” (July 20, 2010) 

• Quoted in the Richmond Times Dispatch article “High-speed rail plan receives overwhelming support” (July 20, 2010) 

• Sent emails to over 3,000 supporters to build support for the Southeast High Speed Rail Public Hearings (July 10) 

• Quoted in the July Virginia Business Magazine article “Getting Virginia On Board” (July 10) 

• Secured over 602 responses (75% of total responses) to VA Dept. of Rail’s intercity passenger rail survey (June 10) 

• Op-Ed printed in the Richmond Times Dispatch titled “High Speed Rail: We must Connect Virginia’s Most Important Downtowns” by VHSR President

-Elect Bill Pantele (June 12, 2010) 

• Quoted in the Richmond Times Dispatch article “Virginia facing payment to Amtrak for service” (June 04, 2010) 

• Participated in the Fourbillion.com Coalition Press Conference at Washington’s Union Station asking Congress to support $4 billion in the FY 2011 

transportation budget for high speed rail (May 2010) 

• Coordinated proclamations on behalf of National Train Day and $4 billion.com from the Cities of Williamsburg and Alexandria (Apr/May 10) 

• Op-Ed printed in the Richmond Times Dispatch titled “Will the fast trains come to Richmond?” by VHSR Director, Dr. Eugene Trani (April 03, 2010) 

• Sent an email to 2,645 supporters asking for their support of $4 billion for high-speed rail to be included in the FY 2011 federal budget (Apr 10) 

***Fiscal Year 2010 Activities Continued***  



• Quoted in the Richmond Times Dispatch article “Rail is in Virginia’s transportation future, officials say” (March 01, 2010) 

• Interviewed on Richmond’s WRVA morning news program (February 12, 2010) 

• Interviewed on Hampton Road’s WHRO Cathy Lewis Show (Jan 2010) 

• Interviewed on Richmond’s WRVA Doc Thompson program (January 12, 2010) 

• Interviewed for Richmond’s NBC 12 piece “Region pushes Senate to increase rail funding” (December 09, 2009) 

• Interviewed for Richmond’s CBS 6 piece “Will High Speed Rail Make a Stop in Richmond?” (December 08, 2009) 

• Quoted in the Richmond Times Dispatch article “Richmond leaders want another $4 billion for high-speed rail” (December 09, 2009) 

• Held a press conference in Richmond with Richmond Mayor Dwight Jones, Chamber President Kim Scheeler, and Tourism Bureau President Jack 

Berry encouraging our Senators Webb and Warner to support $4 billion for high-speed rail for FY 2010 (Dec 09) 

• Emailed 1,800 supporters asking them to sign the fourbillion.com petition in support of increased federal high-speed rail funding (Nov 09) 

• Distributed informational materials about high-speed rail to 1,500 Amtrak passengers taking the train for Thanksgiving (Nov 09) 

• Emailed 1,800 supporters encouraging them contact Sen. Webb and Warner to support increased funding for high-speed rail. (Oct 09) 

• Sent 2,600 supporters the Gubernatorial candidates Creigh Deeds & Bob McDonnell’s rail plans (Oct 09) 

• Quoted in the Virginian Pilot article “Norfolk Southern: Passenger rail on freight tracks less costly” (September 10, 2009) 

• Featured in HYPEtube– “Fast Trains” appearing on the Richmond Times Dispatch’s website (September 07, 2009) 

• Emailed 1,800 supporters to ask the Congressional conference committee to increase the FY 2010 funding for high-speed rail to $4 billion. (Sep 09) 

• Released our third high-speed rail update video (Sep 09) 

• Emailed 1,778 supporters to assist in keeping the high-speed rail money in the Senate’s US Dept. of Transportations FY 2010 budget and ask the 

Senators to increase it to $4 billion. (Sep 09) 

• Released our second high-speed rail update video (Aug 09) 

• Released our first high-speed rail update video (Aug 09) 

• Quoted in the Hampton Road’s Daily Press article “Common Ground A Key for Rail Line” (August 02, 2009) 

• Interviewed for Richmond’s CBS 6 piece “High Speed Rail Within Reach” (July 21, 2009) 

• Quoted in the Richmond Times Dispatch article “Virginia gets in line for high speed rail funding ” (July 10, 2009) 

• Emailed 1,770 supporters to assist in the defeat of an anti-high speed rail amendment to the US Dept. of Transportation FY 2010 funding. The 

amendment was defeated 136-284. (July 09) 

• Quoted in the Richmond Times Dispatch article “Virginia set to compete for high-speed rail funds” (July 09, 2009) 

• Launched a petition drive in support of high-speed rail in Virginia. Collected 3,200 signatures (July 09) 

HHHIGHIGHIGH   SSSPEEDPEEDPEED   RRRAILAILAIL   INININ   THETHETHE   SSSOUTHEASTOUTHEASTOUTHEAST   

MMMAKINGAKINGAKING   ITITIT   HHHAPPENAPPENAPPEN   

SSSPONSORSHIPPONSORSHIPPONSORSHIP   OOOPPORTUNITIESPPORTUNITIESPPORTUNITIES   AREAREARE   AAAVAILABLEVAILABLEVAILABLE      
Contact Daniel Plaugher | SEHSRA@gmail.com | 804.461.8165 | www.SoutheastHSR.org 

CONFERENCE: SAVE THE DATECONFERENCE: SAVE THE DATECONFERENCE: SAVE THE DATE   
November 16, 2010 | 8:30 am to 5:00 pm | Richmond, VirginiaNovember 16, 2010 | 8:30 am to 5:00 pm | Richmond, VirginiaNovember 16, 2010 | 8:30 am to 5:00 pm | Richmond, Virginia   

AAADVANCINGDVANCINGDVANCING   HHHIGHIGHIGH   SSSPEEDPEEDPEED   RRRAILAILAIL   INININ   OOOURURUR   RRREGIONEGIONEGION   

•••   GGGROWINGROWINGROWING   CCCOMMUNITIESOMMUNITIESOMMUNITIES   ANDANDAND   JJJOBSOBSOBS   WITHWITHWITH   HSRHSRHSR   

•••   IIINTEGRATINGNTEGRATINGNTEGRATING   HSR HSR HSR INTOINTOINTO   LLLOCALOCALOCAL   ANDANDAND   RRREGIONALEGIONALEGIONAL   SSSYSTEMSYSTEMSYSTEMS   

•••   PPPOSITIONINGOSITIONINGOSITIONING   THETHETHE   SSSOUTHEASTOUTHEASTOUTHEAST   FORFORFOR   FFFEDERALEDERALEDERAL   FFFUNDINGUNDINGUNDING   ANDANDAND   PPPRIVATERIVATERIVATE   IIINVESTMENTNVESTMENTNVESTMENT   

***Fiscal Year 2010 Activities Continued***  

FFFOROROR   MOREMOREMORE   INFORMATIONINFORMATIONINFORMATION   VISITVISITVISIT: : : WWWWWWWWW.S.S.SOUTHEASTOUTHEASTOUTHEASTHSR.HSR.HSR.ORGORGORG/2010C/2010C/2010CONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCE   


